
8 FI Social Studies Home-Learning  

Learning Activity: Coronavirus in the Media 

Site en Français : https://educationauxmedias.ca/casestudy/media-viral/ 

Site in English: https://newsliteracy.ca/casestudy/viral-media/ 

Visit the CIVIX website: News Literacy Program. We did some of the News Literacy activities during the 

Student Vote program in the fall (remember!?) Now, we are going to examine the news coverage/ 

media reporting regarding the coronavirus (COVID-19).  

*You will notice in the CIVIX article, key topics are linked to external sites to identify the source of the 

information. These links can be found by clicking on the purple/hyperlinked text within the article. *  

A) Critical Thinking Activity:  

• What are the sites/sources that they have used in writing this article?  

o Make a list of all the sources used. 

• Are these credible sites? How do you know? 

o Remember our discussions about using credible sources. Look at each of the sources in 

your list and use your online verification skills (see 4 videos on Online Verification Skills) 

to decide whether or not these are credible sources.  

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yBU2sDlUbp8 

• Draw some conclusions. Can you trust the information being provided in this article by CIVIX? 

Why or why not? 

B) Reflective Writing Activity:   

At the bottom of the webpage, under “Activity 1,” find the two video links. The first video (CIVIX 

Explains: Information Pollution) is one that we watched in class but watch it again to refresh your 

memory. The second video is a news clip from The National. Watch both.   

CIVIX: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fGYGzCHDhv4&list=PLsSbsdukQ8Vbs9ee0PMK5Y5jdimLOp6qc 

The National: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n9OEeTTn7NY 

Use the Guiding Questions below to discuss with someone in your household, or, text/chat with some 

friends from class. Use these discussions as a starting point to complete a journal entry on this topic.  

Guiding Questions for Journal Entries: 

1. Is the coronavirus an issue that concerns you? Why? Why do you think the story of the 

coronavirus is so popular in the news? 

2. Why do you think the coronavirus is leading to the spread of so much misinformation and 

disinformation? What are some of the reasons people might spread false information about the 

virus? Do you think it matters if people intend to spread false information or not? 

3. What is xenophobia? Why do you think that so much of the disinformation about the 

coronavirus is xenophobic by nature? 
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4. Facebook Inc. has stated that they will remove posts that spread disinformation from Facebook 

and Instagram (which Facebook owns). Do you think it is the responsibility of social media 

companies to remove known disinformation from their platforms? Or should individual users 

should be left to decide which information they choose to believe and share? 


