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Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Fluency: Reading with Expression 

Are you concerned about global warming? Below is a speech that
someone who is concerned about global warming might present to a
town council. It focuses on the effect of global warming on Earth’s plant
and animal species. Practice reading this speech aloud, using your voice
to emphasize important points. For example, you might speak louder,
softer, or slower to stress key words and phrases. After reading the
speech aloud at least three times, present it to a group of classmates,
friends, or family members. See if you can convince them to help reduce
global warming. 

Do you realize that Earth has about 14 million plant
and animal species? That is an enormous number of
living things, right? But what would Earth be like if one 
million of these species suddenly disappeared? Sure, we might be
able to get along without an endangered Australian tree lizard called
Boyd’s forest dragon and the endangered European magpie. But losing 999,998 other species would 
definitely make a difference! These species are all part of complex food webs, so the loss of even one 
can eventually result in the loss of many other species. The numbers become staggering!

What will cause these species to disappear? They will become victims of climate change. Researchers
predict that by the year 2100, Earth’s temperatures will rise by between 2.5 and 10 degrees Fahrenheit.
This increase is already forcing some species to move to cooler areas. Species that cannot move, especially
plants, are doomed!

This problem is not in the future—it’s happening today. Scientists have studied 1,103 threatened
species in Australia, Brazil, South Africa, and other regions. If global warming continues, by 2050—during
your lifetime—between 15 and 37 percent of these species will have disappeared from Earth—forever! 
If this finding is applied to all species, the number of extinctions could reach one million.

What can we do in our own community? We can reduce our use of the fossil fuels that are trapping 
the sun’s heat by walking and biking more and riding less. If we must ride, we can take the bus or carpool.
We can use less fuel by buying more efficient appliances, turning up the thermostat in the summer, and
turning it down in the winter. We can support laws to limit air pollution by local industries.

Humans do not own the Earth. Instead, we share it with millions of other living things. If we ruin 
it for them, we eventually will ruin it for ourselves. One day, pollution may cause us to become 
endangered ourselves! 

Is It Hot
Out There?

Are You an
Endangered Species?

 



Comprehension: Fact and Opinion
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A fact is a statement that can be proved through research, while an 
opinion is a belief or feeling that cannot be proved. For example, it’s a
fact that species are disappearing from Earth, but it’s an opinion that
their disappearance is caused mainly by global warming. As you read,
you must be able to separate facts from opinions and use facts, along
with your previous knowledge, to form your own opinions. 

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

After reading the speech on page 8, answer questions 1 through 5.

Choose the statement that is a fact.  
A The Australian tree lizard is endangered. 
B One million species will disappear by 2050. 
C With so many species, we won’t miss a few. 
D Earth’s temperatures will increase by 10 degrees.

Choose the statement that is an opinion. 
F Driving a car burns fossil fuel.
G People are very concerned about global warming. 
H Scientists studied 1,103 species of plants and animals. 
J Earth has about 14 million species of plants and animals. 

Choose the statement that is a fact.  
A Some species cannot live in warm areas. 
B Humans share Earth fairly with other species.
C Fourteen million species is an enormous number. 
D If global warming continues, humans will become endangered. 

Write an opinion about global warming.
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

Write a fact about global warming. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
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Is It Hot
Out There?


