
Quebec's Sugar Season - Comprehension Questions Answer Key

1. What is Quebec's "sugaring off" season?

A. the season when people in Quebec bake many sweet treats

B. a holiday celebrated only by tourists in Quebec

C. a celebration of the flowing of sap from maple trees

D. the season when people in Quebec eat no sugar

2. What does the passage describe?

A. Martin Picard's sugar shack business

B. a variety of cultural traditions in Quebec

C. the history of Au Pied de Cochon

D. recipes that incorporate maple syrup

3. Maple syrup is versatile. What evidence from the passage best supports this 

conclusion?

A. Visitors of sugar shacks are invited to take sleigh rides through the forest and roll 
Popsicle sticks in pure, hot syrup.

B. Maple syrup has become very popular on restaurant menus and is added to 
appetizers and drinks.

C. The amount of sap that a maple producer is able to collect in a given year is largely 
dependent on the weather.

D. The maple nougat created by Martin Picard and his crew took fifteen tries before they 
got it right.

4. Why is Picard's sugar shack so popular?

A. because maple syrup is a popular food

B. because the restaurant is inexpensive

C. because it is the only sugar shack in Quebec

D. because it provides an interesting dining experience

5. What is this passage mostly about?

A. how to use maple syrup in all of your cooking

B. Martin Picard's restaurant Au Pied de Cochon

C. Picard's sugar shack and how he uses maple syrup in his restaurant

D. activities held during Quebec's "sugaring off" season
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6. Read the following sentences: "'You can't use it in the same ways you would use 

white sugar, simply replace the sugar with the syrup, just as you can't translate French 

words directly into English. To learn English, you need to start thinking in English, 

dreaming in English.' The Au Pied de Cochon crew has indeed been dreaming in 
syrup."

What does the author mean by "dreaming in syrup"?

A. seeing syrup in their dreams

B. thinking a lot about syrup

C. eating too much syrup

D. speaking the language of syrup

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below.

Visitors to Quebec during the "sugaring off" season can participate in a number of 

activities, _________ sleigh rides, making lollipops out of maple syrup, and a traditional 

French Canadian supper.

A. including

B. however

C. therefore

D. especially

8. What does Picard say hasn't been fully exploited?

Picard says that maple's potential as an ingredient hasn't been fully 

exploited.

9. Why does Picard want other Quebecois chefs to promote local products?

Picard wants other Quebecois chefs to promote local products and culture 

so that people will know that you can come to Quebec to eat something 

you can't get elsewhere.
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10. Why is making his own maple syrup from scratch important to Picard? Use 

information from the passage to support your answer.

Answers may vary and should be supported by the passage:

    Making his own maple syrup is important to Picard because his 

restaurant was using so much of it. By making his own maple syrup, 

Picard hopes to make maple syrup his product, because it is a flavor 

and product that is only found in North America.    Making maple syrup 

from scratch is important to Picard because he wants to promote local 

culture and products.    Making maple syrup from scratch is important 

to Picard because he wants to explore the full potential of maple syrup 

as an ingredient.
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